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. Since mid-September 1950, the Yuposlav Government has begun 4he distribution
of arms to former trusted partisens in Belgrade and In eitiss and toun in
northern Yugoslavia. In distributing the arms, Government officials explain
that they are to be used for personal defense in case of troubls with
Gominformists in Yugoslavis or an attack by the satelllte countries,

4

in factories, cooperatives and Government offices, the Agit-prop has been
holding frequent meetings of employees o ex; lain the csuse of the diffileult
pod situation in Yugoslavia, Agit-prop leaders take great pains to explain
that, contrary to current Cominform propaganda, the present erisis is not due
%0 mismanegement by Tito and the Government in general but only to the severe
drought. The listeners are then urged to prectice the greatest sconomy to
prove to the Cominform that the Yugoslav people are still able %o overcorme
prevt difficvities.

4, ‘fhe dr-ught hes so curtailed the summer barvest of fodder that {armers already
are being forced to slaunghter livestock. In many towns, the untinely slaughter
hos dropped the price of beef on the free market louer than the governmenie
sontrolled price. There is, nonetheless, little or ro meat availleble for ration
card holders, .
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